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Greetings All  

W 
elcome to May everyone. At least 

over the last month there has 

been some social distancing rid-

ing, which is certainly a plus over 

the previous month. We hope you are all well 

and are staying connected with family and 

friends. It was certainly great to see some of 

you on the April Meeting Zoom call; we used 

the latest security updates for Zoom, with 22 

members joining in.  If does take a little 

more time to get into the call, as the modera-

tor must approve you joining.  

Nothing has really changed from last month; 

a few of the restrictions have been lifted and 

hopefully more as the month of May contin-

ues.  

Event planning for now is still on hold  and as 

we get closer to each event we can review 

where we stand.  Meetings and Sunday 

breakfasts remain on hold until further no-

tice. At this point we are still being directed 

by GWWRA Global to hold off on official 

Chapter meetings or gatherings.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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June might be early for a gathering but 

hereõs hoping for July. We are still holding 

out hope that the Creston ride can still go 

on in July, most probably with BC rides only. 

From a personal standpoint we are still hold-

ing on to our hotel reservations for this one. 

A decision will be made in June with enough 

time for folks to cancel reservations if need-

ed.  

Wing Ding 42 is now officially postponed to 

next year and we are waiting notice of what 

will be happening and if the same venue will 

be used or if it will be moved. We will keep 

you up to date as info comes in.  

You will see in the District Report that Alas-

ka 2020 is now off as BC ferries have can-

celled the reservations.  If you have reserva-

tions for all or part this trip itõs time to start 

cancelling them.  

In support of Suzanne and this amazing 

Newsletter, remember to send in your sto-

ries and adventures for all to enjoy. This is 

even more important now, so that we can all 

stay in touch.  

Stay safe, wash those hands and enjoy the 

warming weather.  

Ron & Karen Parkinson  

Calgary Chapter Directors  

WW  

Hi Everyone,  

I hope all is well with everyone and that you 

are coping well and adjusting to a new nor-

mal type of lifestyle.  

I had just received an email from B.C. Ferries 

last night that my booking has been can-

celled and my money refunded. That means 

that the Alaska trip for 2020 is officially 

cancelled ! I kind of knew that venturing to 

Alaska was going to be out of the question 

but I was hoping that Canada could get their 

act together and get through this situation 

and we could salvage some kind of Canada 

trip. That is now not to be. My day will now 

be filled with making phone calls and emails 

cancelling accommodations. However, all is 

not lost! The route is done, the stops are 

done, the accommodations are planned out, 

and most of us will be itching to really hit 

the road next year! Keep your calendars 

open for roughly the same time next year!  

I have had the pleasure of meeting some 

you virtually this past month and I would 

like to meet more of you. I can see some 

chapters are planning zoom meetings with 

the members which is great, keep it up! 

Here are some other ideas to stay connected 

and perhaps meet new members and ex-

pand your virtual horizons:  

1.  Check out ògwrradot.comó for some 

online courses! I have taken two and it 

was a great way to meet new people, 

keep up your levels standing, get some 

riding education, and it only runs for 

about an hour!  

2.  I had a great time with fellow staff mem-

bers doing òKahootó Challenges. I am 

learning how to become the moderator 

so we can have fun at chapter meetings!  

3.  On Facebook every Wednesday 8:30pm 

check out òBig Time Game Shows Liveó. It 

is run out of Weyburn Saskatchewan; it 

has prizes and is a lot of fun!  

Scott Kucharyshen, CPD Director  
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4.  Missing Friends and Family members? 

Check out these apps. òHouse Partyó, 

òGoogle Duoó, òWhatsAppó to name a 

few. Or maybe òFacetimeó, or òSkypeó? 

5.  The weather is warming up. How about a 

social distance ride? Pack a thermos of 

coffee and some snacks, head out and 

meet. Please observe all laws regarding 

social distancing and group sizing. May-

be limit the ride to what you can do 

round trip to avoid unnecessary fuel stop 

contacts, or pack extra fuel?  

6.  How about a riding scavenger hunt? Or-

ganize a trivia point of interest hunt with 

a month to complete? Riders can do it 

when they want, limit social contact, and 

we can get out riding! Then, report your 

findings via email!  

Even though we cannot do what we tradi-

tionally loved to do, we can still find ways to 

keep in touch become creative and adapt! I 

always try to maintain that for every prob-

lem lies an opportunity!   

Take Care and flatten the curve!  

ôtil next time, 

Scot Kucharyshen  

Canadian Prairies District Director  WW  
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¬ There were 22 members hovering around 16 computers.  

¬  Ron summarized the Message from the Executive on the first page of Aprilõs Wing. We 

wonõt be officially sanctioning rides, activities or events until things change with re-

spect to government orders and the pandemic.  

¬  Ron reviewed the list of chapter activities that have officially been postponed at this 

time. Wing Ding is still going ahead as of now (Editorõs note, part 1ñWing Ding was 

subsequently cancelled after this meeting).  

 The decision on the Creston Ride will be announced by the first week of June and will 

likely be Canadian routes only if it goes ahead.  

 The Alaska trip will also be announced by the first week of June by the Saskatchewan 

Chapter (Editorõs note, part 2ñ Alaska was subsequently cancelled after this meeting).  

 3 Flags update ñBrian advised that a decision will be made by SCMA by the end of July 

regarding 3 Flags going ahead.    

¬  Wing Wagñ any stories are welcome ñpast, present, trips in general, how getting 

home from winter homes was different as things were closing down, etc.  

¬  Membership Enhancement Coordinator (MEC) still needed, talk to Ron P. if youõd like 

more information about this position.    

¬  Training through GWRRA University is available, please see the schedule in the Wing 

Wag or GWRRAõs website. A course of Team Riding may be of interest to those that 

ride in groups.     

¬   Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer ñArt advised that ride is cancelled this year, for any-

one that was thinking of volunteering again.  

¬  Mileage Awards ñthe results of the 2019 Mileage Awards were posted in the April 

Wing Wag. Blair thanked Tracy for his work tracking the results again this year. There 

was close to half a million kms logged as a group with no significant road incidents, 

an impressive feat!  

 Blair reviewed the results and congratulated the winners.   

¬   Food Bankñno in person donations at this time. Ron P. suggested donating what you 

normally spend on a meal at Fox Hollow instead. A link to do so is in the Wing Wag.   

 

 

 

 

WW  
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Dear GWRRA Friends and Family, 

!ƊŜǊ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ό/h±L5-мфύΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ²ƛƴƎ 5ƛƴƎ пнΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ WǳƴŜ ол ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Wǳƭȅ пΣ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘΣ aƛǎπ
ǎƻǳǊƛΦ  

¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘ ²ƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ wƛŘŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ 
ōȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǝƴƎ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΣ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΣ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƭπ
ƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜπ
ǘŀƛƭǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻũ ƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǝƴƎ ǊŜŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƛƴƎ 5ƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ нлнмΦ ¢ƘŜ /±. ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊƻƻƳ 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǝƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ŀǊǊƛŜ 
/ƘŀǾŜȊ ŀǘ пмт-тфф-лплуΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎŀƴΦ  

²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǝƳŜǎΦ 

Stay safe and Safe Riding, 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
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We are right around the corner from the Government of Albertaõs proposed Relaunch 

Strategy, with Stage 1 tentatively scheduled for May 14.  

Stage 1 proposes to see some restrictions lifted with the limited re -opening of certain 

businesses that have been closed for many weeks. Gatherings sizes are still restricted and 

must continue to follow physical distancing and other public health orders. Non -essential 

travel, particularly travel out of the province, is still not recommended.  

All along there has been no specific restriction on motorcycle riding, however going out 

for an afternoon jaunt would certainly not be considered essential, at least by those that 

donõt ride motorcycles. Those that do ride tend to feel differently about how essential it 

is, but thatõs a different argument. 

As riders there are a number of things we can do to ensure that the government doesnõt 

restrict riding, which is less likely as we start to open up, and to ensure we keep our-

selves, our fellow riders, and the people we encounter in our travels as safe as possible.  

Riding restrictions ñwhile there are no specific restrictions from riding at this time there 

have been some issues crop up. Locally I have heard reports that one area had the police 

specifically turn riders back prior to entering a smaller community. This seems to be in 

response to the opening of a local establishment, popular with riders, which became far 

too busy for the residentsõ comfort. Small communities have genuine fears that high vol-

umes of visitors could cause problems with community spread.   

As riders I think we will cause ourselves more problems with public perception if we con-

gregate in large, visible groups right now. At this time groups of 5 or less is recommend-

ed and may help prevent backlash against motorcycles in general. We should also consid-

er our destinations, and use the òroad less travelledó for now, to avoid piling into the 

more common riding destinations with unrelated large groups.   

Food and bathrooms ñbe prepared for closures and limited choices while on the road. 

Many places are also not allowing access to bathrooms so you canõt count on convenient 

convenience stops, particularly in smaller towns.  

To limit both your own exposure, as well as ex-

posing the places you ride through, consider car-

rying beverages and snacks (and TP) with you. 

Even better, consider planning a picnic destina-

tion trip, to places you normally might just pass 

through. If you do find a local gem in your trav-

els, remember to take pictures and send them in 

for inclusion in future copies of Wing Wag. May-

be weõll end up with a great list of close by desti-

nations that were previously unknown to the 

group!  

(Continued on page 9) 

Suzanne Shaver, Wing Wag Editor  
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Gas stops ñgas can be a tricky one; home or away, if we are riding, we are stopping more 

frequently than other vehicles. In our travels, which have been somewhat limited, we have-

nõt had any issues finding a station that, at the very least, didnõt allow pay-at -the -pump 

filling even if the convenience store wasnõt open.  

The other issue with gas is the need to handle the pumps and the possibility that there 

will be no way to wash your hands afterwards. My personal solution to this issue is this:  

¶ Before leaving home, I put my credit card in my jacket pocket, accessible to the hand I 

donõt use to pump gas (so my left pocket or inside pocket since Iõve lost one too many 

credit cards out of my outside pocket). No digging through a purse or wallet with 

òoutside handsó.  

¶ In my right pocket, or tank bag, I stash a few pet -waste disposal bags. In other words, 

I ride around with poop bags in my pocket. The trick to successful poop bag usage, 

on the road, is to pre -open them at home for easy access.  

¶ At the gas station I pull up, get my tank open and everything set to fill up. I then take 

my right glove off and wedge it somewhere that it wonõt fall off the bike (passengers 

come in handy for glove holding).  

¶ From the right pocket I grab a pre -opened poop bag, which becomes my new right 

glove.  

¶ If I can pay via tap I wave my credit card, like a magic wand, at the pump with my still -

gloved left hand. Bonus points if you can stand close enough to tap without taking the 

card out of your pocket.  

¶ From the safety of the poop bag my right hand does all things gas pump related and 

fills up the bike.  

¶ When the pump handle is safely reinstalled on the pump I can remove my poop bag. 

Since poop bags are nice and loose I can hold my hand over the garbage can and drop 

it in with no contact.  

¶ With no need to touch anything else on the pump, the right glove goes back on, I 

close the gas cap, and Iõm ready to ride. Presto! Nothing that touched the gas pump 

touches things on the bike or me.  

Iõm using poop bags, instead of gloves, for a few 

reasons (beyond the bold fashion statement that 

can only found by wearing a poop bag on your 

hand); one is I have poop machines at home, so I 

own a large supply of bags already (most of my 

pockets already have a ready supply of poop bags); 

they are easy to find in any store and relatively 

cheap compared to gloves; and they are easily re-

movable without involving your other hand ñless 

likelihood of cross -contamination.  

What weõve discovered is riding right now just 

takes some extra planning to ensure food, water and fuel arenõt issues. Weõre limiting our-

selves to òjust usó or to very small groups and trying to fly òunder the radaró to avoid any 

potential problems with the communities we travel through.  

At this time we arenõt planning any overnight trips but will likely start doing that once we 

see how the reopening is going and the weather gets more consistently warm. Assuming 

the weather actually gets more consistently warm. As with so many things right nowé 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Greeting Cards :  If you know of any member, their spouse, or immediate family who would 

appreciate receiving a greeting card from our Chapter please contact Judy Istvan, email ad-

dress judy.istvan @ nucleus.com .  Judy will arrange to send the appropriate card on behalf of 

the Calgary Chapter . 

Veterans Food Bank :  Please remember the men and women who committed themselves to 

ensure the freedoms that all Canadians enjoy every day of our lives.  Bring your non -perishable 

food items or monetary contributions to the Monthly Chapter Meetings and help support the 

Veteran's Food Bank. Thank you to all who choose to support this worthwhile cause.  

Mileage Challenge 2020 : The Mileage Challenge 2020 is on! Make sure you submit your end 

of season mileage from 2019 to Tracy Boyda at tboyda@ telus.net  as your starting mileage for 

2020. Hopefully riding season will arrive soon!!  

 

WW  

wait and see.  

Stay tuned for next monthõs article 

when we address the concept of riding 

with 2020õs latest challengeñMurder 

Hornets**.  

Stay safe and wash your hands!!  

 

 

**Editorõs Noteñthere will be no riding with Murder Hor-

nets. Commence hiding in the basement when they arrive  

(Continued from page 9) 


